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• Chill on the Hill 

• End 1
st

 semester 

FRI, JAN 22 

• NO SCHOOL 

TUE, JAN 26 

• Chill on the Hill 
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Healthy You:  Make healthy food choices, be ac<ve, 

make an appointment for a check - up, vaccina<on, or 

screening.  Know your numbers – weight, blood pres-

sure, cholesterol. Wash your hands o@en. Be smoke 

free. Get enough sleep.  Learn and prac<ce a new 

health <p each week.  Make a new friend. 

Healthy Family:  Plan to eat more meals together as a family.  Encourage and support physical 

ac<vity. Put together a family health history.  Keep pets vaccinated and healthy.  Add a health 

related web site to your favorites list, and check weekly updates. Spend more <me together. Be 

courteous and prac<ce good manners. 

Healthy Home:  Go green.  Reduce, reuse, and recycle.  Install smoke alarms, and carbon mon-

oxide alarms on every level. Keep cleaning products and medica<ons away from children.  Have a 

winter weather emergency plan, and stock your home and car with necessary supplies.  Avoid 

carbon monoxide poisoning and hypothermia.  

Healthy Community:  Volunteer at your church, school, or one of the many community cen-

ters needing help or an extra hand.   If you have received help from others, try to repeat the ges-

ture. Extend a common courtesy wherever you are, they are always appreciated. 

Healthy Workplace:  Stay home if you are sick. Wash your hands o@en, par<cipate in healthy 

workplace programs, take steps to prevent job stress. Reduce work injuries and prac<ce good 

body mechanics. 

Enjoy a new year of healthy possibilities! 

I must be getting older as the school years seem to be going by faster each year.  We con-

tinue our goals of achievement and keep our students focused on academics, but we still 

have the distractions of the holidays. They have done very well, with most of our stu-

dents making substantial improvements in their achievement for the first nine weeks. 

Our staff and students have built a great culture of learning.  For those students who 

seem to be hitting walls, we adjust schedules and develop a plan for them to be success-

ful.  We are extremely proud of what the students have achieved so far this year.  We 

need to make sure that they continue to meet our high expectations.  

It is getting to be that time again when there will be much colder days and snow storms.  

Please help us remind students to dress warmly for the season.  We have had several 

students still at Edison an hour or more after school has been dismissed.  I worry about 

those students outside on our coming winter days/nights.  Please enroll your students in 

the ASP program if you are not able to pick them up after school in a timely manner. Stu-

dents walking or being dropped off before school are encouraged to not be here before 

8:30 am unless  participating in an activity. The north doors off of the café remain locked 

until 8:00am, with students in activities entering the main doors off of West.   

I hope you were able to spend time with your family during our break.  With my children 

now adults, with children of their own, different job responsibilities and hours, it has be-

come more difficult for us to spend time together.  But, somehow we make that work 

for at least one meal in which we can sit down together. 

make health 
your resolution   



  

Becca.Dravland@k12.sd.us 

All 8th Grade,  6th Grade A-L (Last Name) 

( 605 )  367-8331  
SFSDEdisonCounseling@k12.sd.us 

Philip.Biteler@k12.sd.us 

All 7th Grade,  6th Grade M-Z (Last Name) 

news from the counselor’s o�ce 

Our School’s 

Anti-Bullying Rules 
1. We will not bully others. 

2. We will try to help students who are bullied 

3. We will try to help students who are left out. 

4. If we know that somebody is being bullied, we 

will tell an adult at school & an adult at home. 

Bullying 
is when someone repeated-
ly and on purpose says or  
does mean or hurtful things 
to another person who has a 
hard time defending him-
self or herself. 

TIPS FOR PARENTS 

What to do if your child witnesses bullying 

• Teach your child how to get help without getting hurt. 

• Encourage your child to verbally intervene if it is safe 

to do so, by saying such things as: “Cool it! This isn’t 

going to solve anything.” 

• Tell your child not to cheer on or even quietly watch 

bullying. This only encourages a child who bullies—

who wants to be the center of attention. 

• Encourage your child to tell a trusted adult about the 
bullying. Talking to an adult is not “tattling”—it is an 

act of courage and safety. Suggest going to an adult 

with a friend, if that will make it easier. 

• Help your child support others who tend to be bullied. 

• Teach your child to include these children in activities. 

• Praise and reward “quiet acts of courage”—where 
your child tried to do the right thing to stop bullying, 

even if he or she was not successful. 

8TH GRADERS: Thinking about high school already? 

8th-grade students will be working on high school transi<on ac<vi<es during pro!  They will 

take an interest inventory assessment on SDMyLife.com.  They will use the SD My Life maga-

zine and Welcome to High School handbook to answer ques<ons about high school and help 

prepare them.  Here are a few dates you should know about: 

Dec 1   

Jan 11 

Feb 1, 2, 3 

May 23 

1st day to submit open enrollment forms for 2016-17  

HS counselors visit during directed studies—HS registra�on!!  

8th graders register online for HS courses in their science class  

8th graders visit their prospec<ve high school in the morning  

WHS: 

 

RHS: 

 

LHS: 

 

NTH: 

Jan 28 2016 

Jan 30 2016 

Jan 25 2016 

Jan 30 2016 

Jan 25 2016 

Jan 30 2016 

Jan 28 2016 

6:30-8pm 

9-11am 

9-10:30am 

6-7:30pm 

7-8:30pm 

9-10:30am 

6-7pm 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

High School Parent Nights 
It is very important to attend a parent 
night at your prospective high school. 

THE BANQUET 
Mark your calendars!  The Edison 

Family has served at The Banquet for 

many years.  This year our serving 

night is TUESDAY, MARCH 1ST.  A parent must ac-

company all students serving.  Please call Phil Biteler 

or Becca Dravland to register your family for this out-

standing service opportunity.  Dona<ons are also 

encouraged as we also provide all food. 

This month there will be an emphasis on PEER RELA-

TIONSHIPS and how to develop posi<ve, healthy 

friendships.  This would include understanding how 

people influence us and how to protect ourselves 

from manipula<on, especially when it deals with sup-

por<ng bullying behaviors.  Friendships and under-

standing them are important at all stages of life, but 

it seems as during the middle grade years we can 

never spend enough <me suppor<ng our students in 

making good, solid friendship decisions. 

focus for the month 
Olweus Anti-bullying 



HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
2016 is going to be a great year.  To start things off, because 

of the tremendous efforts of the families and students of 

Edison Middle School, we will be enjoying a new sound sys-

tem for the café.  This will allow for much-needed and im-

proved sound for all ac#vi#es and daily events that occur in 

the café.  This was a definite need indicated by our teachers 

and staff. As a PTO, we are thrilled to be able to fulfill this 

request.  AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN 

MAKING THIS HAPPEN. 

We also have many other ac#vi#es this year happening be-

cause of your fundraising. Our PTO-sponsored student win-

ter ac�vity “Chill on the Hill”, a sledding a#ernoon held at 

Great Bear, happens Jan 21 and Jan 26 (more info later in 

this newsle+er).  Please watch for more informa#on on 

this fun event.  Students will also be experiencing educa-

�onal assemblies and various field trips, which the PTO 

allocates funds for.  Planning will soon begin for the end-of-

year 8th-grade party, as well as teacher apprecia�on week.   

We are blessed with incredible teachers at Edison Middle 

School.  Currently the Sioux Falls School District is accep#ng 

nomina�ons for Teacher of the Year.  KNWC, a local radio 

sta#on, is also accep#ng nomina�ons for outstanding teach-

ers and picks a teacher each month.  Would you consider 

taking the #me to recognize a teacher at Edison who has 

made an impact on our child’s life?  More informa#on is 

included in this edi#on of the ECHO. 

We also want to men#on that due to requests, we have in-

cluded some favorite Teacher Conference Meal recipes on 

our website.  Please visit Edisonsf.org for recipes, PTO 

mee#ng minutes, and so much more. 

There are always opportuni#es to help and become in-

volved and we would love to see new faces in 2016.  If you 

are interested or need more informa#on, please contact us 

at edisonsiouxfalls@gmail.com. 

A big thank you to Shannon VanBuskirk for leading the 

Chip Shoppe fundraiser. 

A huge thank you to Sharon Schulz-Elsing on her outstand-

ing work on the newsle7er and website.  (Disclaimer—the 

PTO made her add this!) 

3rd Wednesday of  each month 

12 noon, Edison Middle School Office 

January 20 

February 17 

March 16 

April 20 

May 18 

 P T O  O F F I C E R S :  

 P r e s i d e n t :  N i c o l e  O s m u n d s o n  

 V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :  D a w n  S t e n b e r g  

 S e c r e t a r y :   A n i t a  W e t s c h  

 T r e a s u r e r :  M i c h e l l e  H e a t h  

 C O N T A C T  U S  

 e d i s o n s i o u x f a l l s @ g m a i l . c o m  

 w w w . e d i s o n s f . o r g  

 Edison Middle School on Facebook 

Helping Families in Need 

The PTO, in conjunc#on with the Student Council and 

staff, will be raising money to help three Edison families 

with students that are experiencing extraordinary medi-

cal issues.  We are teaming with the Sioux Falls Storm 

and all fundraising proceeds from the Friday, February 

26th Season Home Opener Football Game will be given 

to the iden#fied families.  We are looking for a few par-

ents who would be willing to work with the student 

council and staff to make this a successful event.  If you 

are interested in helping, please contact edi-

sonsiouxfalls@gmail.com. 

It’s not too early to get your discounted #ckets to this 

game.  Not only are the #ckets discounted, half of the 

cost goes directly back to Edison families in need!  

Please fill out the form and return it to school with pay-

ment or call Jim from the Storm directly for #ckets 

(instruc#ons on #cket sheet).  The #cket offer is NOT 

AVAILABLE at the Premier Center, Ticketmaster, or on 

game night.  Spread the word to family members, 

friends, co workers, anyone who you think would buy a 

#cket and support Edison families in need. 



Music Notes 
NOVEMBER MUSICIANS OF THE MONTH 

Each month the band, orchestra and chorus areas will 

each recognize a 6th, 7th, and 8th grader who show ex-

cep�onal dedica�on, responsibility, and character each 

and every day. Musicians of the month for November are 

EDISON VARIETY SHOW! 

Plan to a$end the Edison Variety Show on Thursday or 

Friday, February 4th or 5th at 7pm in the Edison Auditori-

um. Admission is $3 at the door (no advance �ckets will be 

sold).  There will be a student show on February 5 at 4pm 

for Edison students and staff. Admission for the student 

show is $1. 

7th/8th Bands:  

RECITAL/SMALL GROUP NIGHT FEB. 25 

This features all 7th/8th grade band students performing 

small group music that we learn in class in January and 

February.  Students will be assigned into groups but may 

also play solos or form their own small groups.  Each will 

be assigned a 10-minute �me slot to perform and receive 

a construc�ve cri�que.  Time slots will be assigned in late 

January.  This is a required performance for all 7th and 8th 

grade band students.  We encourage families and friends 

to come hear us and join the fun! 

ENSEMBLE SCHEDULE 

Brio meets MONDAY and FRIDAY mornings 8:10 – 8:45am  

Jazz Band meets on WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY mornings 

from 8:00 – 8:45am 

Edison Wind Ensemble meets on MONDAY mornings from 

8:00-8:45am  

Inven�ons meets on TUESDAY and THURSDAY mornings 

before school from 7:40 – 8:40am   

WE’RE LOOKING FOR BAND VOLUNTEERS! 

We are looking for 7th and 8th grade band students who 

would like to have fun and learn while earning  some extra 

credit!  We need volunteers to play individual and small 

group music in the city-wide Solo/Ensemble Day on Satur-

day, March 19.  The �me commitment is only about a half-

hour on that morning.  Join the fun, play with a friend if 

you wish, and earn extra credit for band! 

ORCHESTRA CONTEST 

Your student will have the op�on of performing in a small 

group contest where they play in front of a judge and get a 

ra�ng on how well they perform. Contest is not un�l May 

14, However, we will choose music soon to start working 

on. I will help students choose music during orchestra 

class.     

PRIVATE LESSONS 

Now is a great �me of year to consider star�ng private les-

sons on your instrument/voice.  Individual lessons with a 

skilled teacher are a great way to learn, grow, and excel as 

a musician.  Contact any Edison music teacher for a list of 

private music teachers in the Sioux Falls area.     

8TH GRADERS HEADING TO HIGH SCHOOL 

Roosevelt and Lincoln High Schools will be bringing some 

of their vocal and instrumental ensembles to perform for 

our 8th grade band, chorus, and orchestra students in Jan-

uary to encourage them to stay involved in these perfor-

mance groups when they go to high school!     

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK! 

Edison music department now has a Facebook page!  This 

page will be used for informa�onal  purposes only. You can 

check concert dates, rehearsal dates, prac�cing �ps, etc. 

on our page. We will NOT have any pictures of students 

posted; it will strictly be used for geFng informa�on out to 

you! The page is www.facebook.com/EMSMusicDept.  

There are other Edison schools out there, so check before 

you “like” our site! 

Band 

8
th

 - Reka Nelson 

7
th

 - Aydin Straight 

6
th

 - Oscar Hansen 

Orchestra 

8
th

 - Pri� Babaria 

7
th

 - Elise Rossing/ 

  Brooklyn Gagnon 

6
th

 - Joshua Jackson 

Thank you for encouraging 

your child to par�cipate in 

Band, Chorus and Orches-

tra at Edison! We love 

making music with them! 

Chorus 

8
th

 - Will Unruh 

7
th

 - Abigail Stuck 

6
th

 - Else Madsen / 

  Kayla Mondry 

Band directors: 

Rick Jensen - Rick.T.Jensen@k12.sd.us 

David Bechard – David.Bechard@k12.sd.us 

Chorus directors: 

Amber Sundvold – Amber.Sundvold@k12.sd.us  

Mollie Turbak – Mollie.Turbak@k12.sd.us 

Orchestra director: 

Stacy Sip – Stacy.Sip@k12.sd.us 

Shannon Abels — Shannon.Abels@k12.sd.us  

Music Notes con�nued on next page 

from the  Edison Music Department 



There is something symbolic about turning the calendar to begin a new year.  For many, including me, 

January signifies a fresh start, a new opportunity, a clean slate.  That is how I am approaching the first 

month of 2016 on many fronts, but especially as it pertains to this year’s legisla"ve session. 

While I have already had many detailed conversa"ons with the Governor’s Office since taking the job as 

your superintendent six months ago and I’ve met with literally dozens of lawmakers from across the 

state, the real work and promise for the future begins during the legisla"ve session. 

As the largest school district in South Dakota, the Sioux Falls School District will take our role of involvement in the legisla"ve 

process very seriously.  Because we are educa"ng and encouraging each of our 24,000 students to be informed, ac"ve ci"zens 

in their communi"es, so too must we be informed and ac"ve in all educa"on-related topics presented for considera"on by 

lawmakers. 

Over the years, the District has “fine-tuned” its process for par"cipa"on.  Not only do we have a lobbyist who is on the Capitol 

floor throughout the session to advocate on behalf of public school students and teachers, but we invest a considerable 

amount of "me researching and making recommenda"ons about proposed bills. 

We track every educa"on-related bill from incep"on to comple"on.  When necessary, we are on the phone with legisla-

tors.  We drive to Pierre for mee"ngs and tes"mony.  We develop posi"on statements and discuss those at school board 

mee"ngs throughout the legisla"ve session.  In short – we are involved! 

Of primary concern for South Dakota schools this year is finding new money to support educa"on into the future.  Schools are 

con"nually challenged with recrui"ng and retaining high quality teachers because they are o;en lured away by higher salaries 

in the private sector.  Teachers will never “get rich” in South Dakota, but our hope is that a plan will develop that ensures a 

livable wage for those who dedicate their lives to educa"ng our children. 

I approach this legisla"ve session with great op"mism.  I know there is a great amount of work to get done.  But, I feel there 

also exists a great opportunity to posi"vely impact educa"on in our state this legisla"ve session.  That posi"ve impact could 

last for many years to come…what an opportunity! 

January is a new beginning, a new opportunity, a clean slate.  I look forward to all of the conversa"ons and ideas that will lead 

us in to 2016 and lead our students into a bright future.  

by Dr. Brian Maher, Superintendent 

New Year, New Opportunities 

 

FEB 4 & 5 — EDISON VARIETY SHOW 

(Admission) Edison Auditorium, 7pm 

FEB 25 — 7
TH 

/ 8
TH

 BAND RECITAL NIGHT  

Band room 

MARCH 4-5 – Middle School All-State Band 

(select students only) 

MARCH 19 – District Band Contest @ Edison 

7th/8th grade volunteers needed 

APRIL 5 – All City Jazz Band concert 

Augustana (select students only) 

CONCERT DATES 

Make sure your child’s concert dates are on your calendar. 

These concerts are in the gym unless otherwise noted.  

Music Notes cont. 

APRIL 14 — BRIO performs for 5th grade orchestra concert 

Edison Gym, 7pm 

APRIL 26 – EDISON ORCHESTRA CONCERTS 

6th Grade – 6:30pm 
and

 7th/8th grade – 7:30pm 

MAY 5 – EDISON BAND CONCERTS 

6th Grade — 6:30pm 
and

 7th/8th grade – 7:30pm  

MAY 13 – FINAL INVENTIONS PERFORMANCE 

EMS Auditorium (free), 7pm 

MAY 14 – District Orchestra Contest (loca"on TBA) 

MAY 16 – EDISON CHORUS CONCERTS 

6th grade - 6:30pm 
and

 7th/8th grade - 7:45pm 

MAY 31 – BRIO performs for Scholar Night 

Edison gym, 6:30-7pm 

 



We collect Box Tops at Edison in an a�empt to earn extra money to buy things 

for our school. They are worth 10 cents each. THE PRO THAT COLLECTS 

THE MOST BOX TOPS BY MARCH 1 WILL WIN BREAKFAST OF DOUGHNUTS 

AND JUICE. We have purchased many things for Edison using Box Tops money. 

The latest thing our school used this money for was the new mural in the gym. 

Tell your rela ves, friends and neighbors to look for Box Tops and save them for 

you! Turn them into your PRO teacher.  

Classes 
6th, 7th, and 8th grade classes in Gi+ed Encore classes have 

begun their Personal Interest Project (PIP.) Students are 

working hard on topics such as: morality, death, pay for col-

lege athletes, FMLA, Isis, the psychology involved in giving a 

good presenta on, and others. A call to parents for experts 

in different fields brought in more than thirty volunteers. 

Communica ng with these volunteers teaches the students 

a very valuable lesson; they will learn how to speak to adults 

with a professional tone about professional issues. 

All students will be presen ng a+er the holiday break. 

Stock Market 
The Stock Market Game came to a close on Friday, Decem-

ber 4. A 6th grade team won the compe  on. The students 

on this 6th grade team were: Jazlyn White, Avery Lefebvre, 

and Dawson Miller. To celebrate their success, these stu-

dents will be treated to a pizza lunch. 

Game Day 
All students who have been iden fied as gi+ed, have the 

opportunity to par cipate once a week in a game day lunch. 

This allows the students the opportunity to get together in a 

relaxing and fun atmosphere. 

Math Counts 
Last September, 22 dedicated students began prac cing 

every Thursday morning before school for Math Counts 

compe  on. On Thursday December 10, these students took 

a test to see which students would be on the team and 

which students would be alternates.  

Congratula ons to the following students for making the 

team: Sam Engebretson, Madison Chedester, Heide Vor-

therms, and Isaac Sarbacker. 

Congratula ons to the following students for being selected 

as alternates: Davis Shafer, Ayush Patel, Ariel Azumatan 

Aceituno, and Aaron Condron. 

These students will represent Edison in the citywide Math 

Counts compe  on. 

Geography Bee 
More than 35 students competed on Tuesday, December 8 

to become the champion of the Edison Geography Bee. In 

the end, there were four students le+ standing: Grant Gra-

ber, Johanna Merrill, Isaac Sarbacker, and Gilbert DeWi3e. 

A+er the final ques on, GILBERT DEWITTE was crowned 

Geography Bee winner. Gilbert will go on to compete as the 

Edison champion in the state Geography Bee. 

Gifted Ed 

6th grade Honors Students 
Place in National Contest 

Seven students in the 6th grade Honors Program recently 

placed in the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Na�onal Contest.  

David Bomhoff, Leah Derenge, Serie Hall, Sydney Hansen, 

Collin Glover, Joshua Jackson, and Abigail Zenner are final-

ists from South Dakota for their idea of developing a website 

that will connect agencies that help feed the less fortunate in 

Sioux Falls to restaurants and food stores that have extra food 

at the end of each day.  The students will con nue to develop 

their idea and hope to have a website up and running in Feb-

ruary. 

 



Library fines 

• We do not charge late fees at the EMS Library.  

The only <me your child will be charged  for a 

book is if it is lost or it is damaged to the point 

that it must be replaced.   

• Each student at Edison has the opportunity to 

work off one fine per school year.  Students are 

credited $2.00 for every half hour they work in 

the library.   

• If your student has overdue books or fines, they 

are unable to check out books un<l the fine is 

sa<sfied or the books are returned.   

• If your child has an overdue book or a fine from 

another school, the fine can be paid or the book 

returned at Edison.  We will get the payment or 

book to the appropriate school. 

Electronic books 

With Christmas behind us, you may have new elec-

tronic devices floa<ng around your house.  Elec-

tronic readers con<nue to gain popularity, and Edi-

son has several ebooks to meet their needs. 

The first op<on is Overdrive.  The link to Overdrive 

can be found on the EMS Library home page 

(libcat.k12.sd.us and select Edison Middle School).  

Once in Overdrive, your student will choose Sioux 

Falls School District and use their school issued i.d. 

(lunch) number to log in.   Students can check out 

two books at a <me, even if they have fines or lost 

books.  Overdrive is the same plaXorm used by the 

Siouxland Libraries.  The log in is different, but be-

yond that the plaXorm is the same.  

The other ebook op<on is Mackin Via.  The Mackin 

Via link is also on the EMS Library home page.  Log 

in for this site is the student’s i.d. number and then 

Ab1234 (the password is the same generic password 

for all students).    Students can check out 20 books 

from this site. 

If you have ques<ons, please contact Kjers<n Smith, 

Librarian, at 367-7643 or kjers<n.smith@k12.sd.us. 

 

For upcoming 

events, check the 

Google classroom 

page.  (Classroom 

Code is 52rdkw) 

This month we had the opportunity to learn more about medical 

research from Sanford.  On December 3
rd

, volunteers from San-

ford Research came and talked about how different cancer pa-

<ents require different types of medicines.  We were able to try a 

sample experiment that Sanford Research uses to find the best 

treatment for each pa<ent. Two weeks later we visited Sanford 

6TH GRADE 
SCIENCE CLUB 

Research and got to see where these sci-

en<sts conduct their work! 



• Chromebook bags    $8 

• Earbuds        $1 

• Chromebook insurance  $40 annually 

• 2015-16 yearbook   $15 
(2014-15 also available) 

The Edison ECHO newsle#er is delivered 

monthly to the email indicated on your stu-

dent’s health form.  You may view the news-

le#er at any )me on the school district’s website at 

www.sf.k12.sd.us and follow the links to Edison Middle 

School. If you would like a paper copy, we have some 

available in the office for you or your student to pick up. 

PARENTLINK—The Sioux Falls School District 

uses a mass communica)on system to inform 

parents/guardians of important events, sched-

ule changes and other announcements. Instead of 

those calls coming from the school office number, 

they will now come from a 1-855-xxx-xxxx number.  

This change keeps office phone lines clear, but allows 

parents/guardians to listen to their message or hit 

redial and obtain the en)re voicemail again. Thank 

you for your coopera)on! 

HEALTH 101: IMPORTANT! 

Keep Your Children Healthy This Winter 

Seasonal colds, flu and other respiratory illnesses are unwelcome interrup)ons to our 

lives. Encourage your child to prac)ce the following preven)on )ps:   

• Avoid close contact with those who are sick. Don’t share food/drinks. 

• Cover coughs and sneezes. Help keep germs from circula)ng-cover your nose with 

a )ssue when sneezing and dispose )ssues properly. When coughing, cover your 

mouth with your arm, not your hand. 

• Wash your hands periodically with soap and water for 20 seconds. Use hand sani)zer when you’re not near a sink.   

• Avoid touching your face. Germs are o>en spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with 

germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose or mouth. 

• Get plenty of sleep, be physically ac)ve, drink plenty of fluids, manage stress and eat nutri)ous foods. 

• Get a flu vaccine, it’s not too late!  

Looking ahead! Star)ng in the 2016-2017 school year the State Department of Health will no longer provide free flu vac-

cine, which will mean that the Sioux Falls School District will not be holding flu shot clinics in the middle and high schools. 

We encourage families to contact their healthcare provider for the flu vaccine next year. 

 

From L to R: Derek Eleeson, Greta Yermolinsky, & Jackson Geerts 

Sioux Empire Chess Foundation 

Scholastic Chess Tournament 

EMS CHESS TEAM TAKES 2ND PLACE 



6-1  Jaguars    bit.ly/edison6-1 

6-2  Snow Leopards  bit.ly/edison6-2 

6-3  Lynx     bit.ly/edison6-3 

6th grade honors Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/EdisonHonors 

7-1  Panthers    bit.ly/edison7-1 

7-2  Cougars    bit.ly/edison7-2 

7-3  Ocelots    bit.ly/edison7-3 

8-1  Lions     bit.ly/edison8-1 

8-2  Wildcats     bit.ly/edison8-2 

8-3 Tigers     bit.ly/edisonms8-3 

Combined 8th grade   goo.gl/SxZ7Mo  

team websites 

8th grade art projects 

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES meets Thursday 

mornings in Mr. Groen’s room, 205, from 8:25–8:43 am.  

This student-sponsored group plays a game, has a short 

devo0onal, and a breakfast treat.  The group also meets occasionally 

on weekends for a speaker and open gym 0me.  Thank you to the Leg-

ends of Sioux Falls, who recently awarded the Edison FCA with a grant 

to purchase equipment for the dodgeball tournament that is held each 

year as a Heartland House fundraiser.  

The grant allowed FCA to purchase oth-

er fun athle0c equipment for the stu-

dents to use during the weekend open 

gym 0mes.  Parents can find more in-

forma0on about FCA on the FCA Face-

book page at h7ps://goo.gl/XDWnIh. 

* The Sioux Falls School District neither endorses nor sponsors this stu-

dent-ini0ated club. This student ini0ated club is permi7ed access to Dis-

trict facili0es, benefits and services pursuant to law including the Equal 

Access Act and the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act and in accord-

ance with District Policy/Regula0on JJAB/JJAB-R. 

FCA 

SPIRIT WEAR DAY 
every Friday. Encourage your stu-
dent to show school spirit and wear 
Edison gear on Fridays.  Short 
sleeve maroon and gray t shirts are 
available throughout the year for 
$12. 

The PTO & Edison Student 
Council are sponsoring 

p
ro
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Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Bell would like to thank the 8th grade students and Mrs. Smith for helping us deliv-

er blankets to Jane Addams Elementary on Monday, December 21. Our 8th grade volunteers read books 

and delivered Project Warm Up blankets to K-5th grade Immersion students. All together our 8th grade 

students made and distributed 156 blankets. Way to go! 



DECEMBER STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Team 6-1 Jaguars Team 6-2 Snow Leopards Team 6-3 Lynx 

Team 7-1 Panthers Team 7-2 Cougars Team 7-3 Ocelots 

Team 8-1 Lions Team 8-2 Wildcats Team 8-3 Tigers 

6TH GRADE 

7TH GRADE 

8TH GRADE 

Chylee Thompson 

Joshua Petersen 

Else Madsen 

Alex BiOner 

Grace FeUg 

Hunter OdenbreO 

Lauren Miller 

Andrew Schmidt 

Elizabeth Allen 

Tyshann Taite 

Julia Ivey 

Luke Tunge 

Morgan Lawson 

Caden Clavel 

Alexandra Hoekstra 

Dawson Miller 
Lauryn Peterson 

Jonathan Derenge 



The goals of Edison’s Student Council are to build 

school spirit and pride, to assume responsibility as ci�-

zens in our school and community, and to promote a 

safe, caring environment. 

Heartland House Christmas 
This year Edison students adopted the 109 children who 

live in the Heartland House for Christmas.  Each child 

received clothes and items off their wish list, as well as a 

fleece blanket made by Edison students.  Dona#ons of 

towels, sheets, bedding, and personal care items were 

also collected. Students worked hard to raise money in a 

variety of ways, including raffles, penny wars, bake 

sales, and dodgeball tournaments. 

The Idalee Kaiser Memorial Endowment charitably gave 

one of our 8th grade teams a $500 grant, which was 

used to help sponsor our adopted children. Thank you 

to this group for showing our students what true ci#zen-

ship and generosity looks like. 

Thank you for your hard work and making this a won-

derful season for the Heartland House children. 

Spirit Day 
In coopera#on with the PTO, we are sponsoring Spirit 

Day on Fridays.  Students and staff are encouraged to 

wear their Edison spirit wear. Those wearing spirit wear 

may receive prizes. 

Make-a-Wish 
Macy’s Believe Campaign – This year Edison students 

wrote 1037 le6ers to Santa as part of Macy’s Believe 

Campaign as a benefit for Make-A-Wish.  Make-A-Wish 

grants the wishes of children with life threatening medi-

cal condi#ons. Macy’s donated $2 to Make-A-Wish for 

each le6er wri6en for a total of $2074.  Thank you to 

everyone who wrote le6ers. 

Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
Please collect pop tabs and deliver them to room 144.  

These pop tabs are recycled and help support the 

Ronald McDonald house, which provides a temporary 

home for families who have seriously ill children. 

Next mee�ng is January 12 at 8:15. 

edison student council 

 Congratula#ons to Trey Runge, Sam Siegel, Emma Osmundson, 

and Grace Schatz for winning the chocolate chip cookie baking 

contest in 8th grade FACS. The students in Mrs. Revier's 8th 

grade FACS class studied the chemistry behind the chocolate 

chip cookie and then each kitchen chose a recipe to enter into 

the compe##on. The winning cookies were delicious, so if 

you're looking for a great new recipe, try this one! 

Chocolate Chip Pudding Cookies 
Group Members: Emma, Grace, Sam, Treyton 

Ingredients:  

Directions: 

Preheat the oven to 350°. Line the baking sheet with parch-

ment paper. Cream together margarine, eggs, vanilla & sug-

ars in a large mixing bowl. Mix in dry ingredients (including 

dry pudding mix). Mix in chocolate chips. Drop by teaspoon 

onto cookie sheets. Put in oven for 10 to 12 minutes or un#l 

golden brown. 

1½ cups margarine 

3 eggs 

3 tsp vanilla 

1 cup brown sugar 

½ cup white sugar 

3½ cups flour 

1½ tsp baking soda 

2 pkgs (3 servings) vanilla 

instant pudding (dry) 

1 cup chocolate chips 



It is important to be prepared for the winter storms and extreme cold that every South Dakota winter brings.  Please read 

the following informa�on so you are aware of the procedures for school-related cancella�ons and postponements. We rely 

on experts from the weather service and city/county officials when we make decisions on school cancella�ons, late starts 

or early dismissals.  

 

SCHOOL-RELATED CANCELLATIONS & POSTPONEMENTS 

Cancelling School/Late Start 

When a severe storm hits the area, or is forecast, we 

start contac�ng local officials as early as 3:00 a.m.  

We communicate with our Opera�onal Services De-

partment, the Weather Bureau, the City Street De-

partment, Sioux Falls Transit, and our transporta�on 

contractors. It is our goal to decide whether or not 

to cancel school by 5 a.m. to allow �me for parking 

lots and sidewalks to be cleared, food services to 

prepare meals and the bus company to begin opera-

�ons.  In the event that school needs to be cancelled 

or delayed, families will be alerted via a ParentLink 

phone call.  These calls will generally be sent be-

tween the hours of 6 a.m. and 6:30 a.m. to accom-

modate families whose children are picked up by 

buses at 6:45 a.m. Announcements are also made on 

KLRN-TV (Cable Channel 20) and over the local radio 

and television sta�ons. 

Because the public schools have a limited rural area, 

it is o8en possible for Sioux Falls to have school 

when nearby towns may not. 

Early Dismissal 

Storms occasionally move in during the day, making it nec-

essary to assess whether or not to dismiss school early.  We 

choose early dismissal only under the most extreme circum-

stances.  In most cases, it is safer for students to remain at 

school due to the need for transporta�on and proper super-

vision.  In the rare instances when schools are dismissed 

early, families will receive a ParentLink phone call and the 

informa�on will appear on the District’s website at 

www.sf.k12.sd.us.  Announcements are also made on KLRN-

TV and over the local radio and television sta�ons.  

No�fica�ons refer to dismissal “one hour early” or “two 

hours early” because of the number of different building 

schedules.  In addi�on to no�ng the early dismissal, an-

nouncements about evening ac�vi�es are normally includ-

ed. 

It is very important that every family has a plan for early 

dismissal. Be sure your student knows where to go in case 

no one is at home. Talk to your student about his/her safety 

during winter weather emergencies.   

Be safe this winter 

The school system offers these sugges�ons concerning cold weather and emergency situa�ons: 

1. Listen for a ParentLink phone call regarding school closings, late starts, or early dismissals.  

Check the District’s website at sf.k12.sd.us for updated informa�on.  Announcements will 

also be made on KLRN-TV and local radio and television sta�ons.  (Please avoid calling 

schools or the Instruc�onal Planning Center. Phone lines are needed for emergency commu-

nica�ons.) 

2. Make sure students are properly dressed for predicted weather condi�ons so they are pre-

pared for walking or wai�ng for a bus in the cold or for being delayed on a bus in a weather

-related situa�on. 

3. Students should not arrive at school un�l the scheduled �me for outdoor staff supervision 

or the breakfast program begins.   

4. Have a plan of ac�on as to where your student will go if school is dismissed early.   

5. School officials will use their best judgment about school closings, late starts, or early dismissals, but please 

remember that a parent has the right to keep children home or to pick them up from school early if they feel 

weather condi�ons require this ac�on. 

It is important to update your phone numbers with the office. 

IF YOUR PHONE NUMBER HAS CHANGED, BE SURE TO NOTIFY THE OFFICE. 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you know a teacher who goes the extra mile?  
Someone who challenges his/her students  

academically while encouraging them to grow as an 
individual?  Someone who proudly represents his/her 

school and the teaching profession? 
 

Nominate them for the Dr. John W. Harris Sioux Falls 
Teacher of the Year Award.  Now in its 28th year, 

sponsor Vern Eide Motorcars donates a  
$4,000 award to the  winner. 

 
Nominations are due at 5:00pm Wednesday,  

February 24, 2016 at the Instructional Planning  
Center, 201 E. 38th St.  Forms, including information 

on three letters of recommendation, are available 
online at: www.sf.k12.sd.us/Teacheroftheyear. 
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CHILD NUTRITION SECONDARY LUNCH MENU
JANUARY 2016 SIOUX FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1

Holiday Break 

LUNCH PRICES 4 5 6 7 8
FULL PAY STUDENTS Thai Chicken **Pizza Burger Philly Steak on **Bun *Hot Ham and Cheese **Popcorn Chicken 

$2.60 **Rice French Fries Tri Taters on **Bun Vegetable Bar 
REDUCE STUDENT **Egg Roll Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar Fruit Bar 

.40 CENTS Vegetable Bar Fruit Bar Fruit Bar Fruit Bar **Dinner Roll 
ADULT PRICE Fruit Bar Milk Choices Milk Choices Milk Choices Milk Choices 

$3.20 Milk Choices 

11 12 13 14 15
Teriyaki Chicken *Pulled Pork on **Bun Hot and Spicy Chili **Fritos Beef Patty on **Bun 

**Rice Vegetable Bar Chicken Tenders Vegetable Bar French Fries 
Vegetable Bar Fruit Bar Scalloped Potatoes Fruit Bar Vegetable Bar 

Fruit Bar Milk Choices Vegetable Bar Milk Choices Fruit Bar 
Milk Choices Fruit Bar Milk Choices 

**Dinner Roll 
Milk Choices 

18 19 20 21 22
**French Toast **Corn Dog Chicken Drum Stick BBQ Beef Ribbette on **Bun 

Turkey Sausage Links **Macaroni and Cheese Mashed Potatoes and Gravy Vegetable Bar 
Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar Fruit Bar No Classes 

Fruit Bar Fruit Bar Fruit Bar Milk Choices 
Milk Choices Milk Choices **Dinner Roll 

Milk Choices 

25 26 27 28 29
Beef Patty on **Bun **Chili Dog **Cherry Blossom Chicken Meat Ball **Sub **Grilled Cheese Sandwich 

French Fries Vegetable Bar **Rice Scalloped Potatoes Tomato Soup 
Vegetable Bar Fruit Bar Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar Vegetable Bar 

Fruit Bar Milk Choices Fruit Bar Fruit Bar Fruit Bar 
Milk Choices Milk Choices Milk Choices Milk Choices 

    *CONTAINS PORK BECAUSE OF EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, MENUS MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
**WHOLE GRAIN SERVING 



 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
    1 

 
NO SCHOOL 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
8th GBB-BYE WEEK 
 

6 
 

7 
BOY’S 
BASKETBALL 
SIGNUP – 9:00 AM 
during Protime           
 
7th GBB-BYE WEEK 

8 
 
 

11 
C & D – Dismissed Early 
8th GBB-C & D at BV 
               A & B at E 
 
6:00 pm      7th & 8th  
Wrestling  @ WHS 

12 
 
 
 
C & D – Dismissed Early 
7th GBB-C & D at BV 
               A & B at E

13 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
8th GBB-A& B at GM 
               C & D at E

15 
 
 
 
 
7th GBB-A& B at GM 
               C & D at E

18 
Boy’s Basketball  
PRACTICE 
BEGINS 
 
6:00 pm      7th & 8th  
Wrestling  @ OG 

19 20 21 
END OF 2nd 
QUARTER

22 
 
No School…… 
  Teacher  Workday.

25 
 
 
6:00 pm      7th & 8th  
METRO FINALS 
Wrestling  @ LHS 

26 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
8th BBB-A &B at PH 
               C & D at E 
(A & C Play First)

29 
7th BBB-A &B at PH 
               C & D at E 
(A & C Play First)

 2016 

January 



Beginning Intermediate 
Enhance your skills, tech-
niques, and traditions of 
taekwondo as you progress 
through the belt levels. Join 
Jr. Master Troy Vink to fur-
ther your knowledge of 
form, self-defense, disci-
pline, confidence, and re-
spect for others. Reap great 
benefits for your body and 
mind!  

Intermediate: Yellow belt 
through green belt 

Ages 5 years and up 

Advanced 
Start your taekwondo jour-
ney! In Korean, 'tae' means 
to strike or break with foot, 
'kwon' means to strike or 
break with fist, and 'do' 
means way, method, or 
path. Thus, taekwondo is 
translated as "the way of 
the hand and the foot." 
Learn the basic techniques 
and traditions of taekwondo 
with Jr. Master Troy Vink 
while incorporating self-
defense, discipline, confi-
dence, and respect for oth-
ers! Beginners - Ages 5 
years and up  

 5:45-6:45 pm 6:45-7:45 pm 7:45-8:45 pm 

       Two Sessions 

       Jan 5th—Mar 19th 

     Mar 17th—May 24th 

All classes will be held at Robert 
Frost Elementary School located 

at 3101 S. 4th Ave. on                       
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

 
            Session $149          registration fee 

Enhance your skills, tech-
niques, and traditions of 
Taekwondo as you progress 
through the belt levels. Fur-
ther your knowledge of 
form, self-defense, disci-
pline, confidence, and re-
spect for others with Jr. 
Master Troy Vink. Reap 
great benefits for your body 
and mind!  

Advanced: Blue belt and 
above.  

Ages 5 years and up. 

                                                  

To register go online to:  https://commed.sf.k12.sd.us –or call – 605-367-7999 




